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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee, 

Somerset  County  Council. 


The  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  Administration 
of  the  County. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  paper  and  the  need  for  economy  the  report  is  greatly  reduced  in  size, 
and  is  mainly  a  summary.  Continuity  of  statistical  returns  is  of  great  value  and  all  essential 
returns  have  been  retained,  although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  comment  upon  the  work  to  any 
material  extent. 

The  very  large  influx  of  people  from  other  parts  of  the  country  has  greatly  complicated 
health  administration  and  to  some  extent  it  has  affected  vital  statistics.  While  additional  staff 
was  required,  medical,  dental  and  nursing,  to  deal  with  the  enormous  increase  in  the  general  and 
school  population,  for  the  most  part  there  has  been  no  increase  in  staff  dealing  with  the  routine 
Public  Health  administration.  The  great  increase  in  work  has  been  to  some  extent  offset  by  the 
curtailment  of  certain  sections  of  the  general  health  work,  more  particularly  in  housing  supervision. 

All  sections  of  Public  Health  have  presented  their  own  problems.  A  few  examples  may  be 
mentioned.  In  addition  to  the  large  increase  in  the  school  population,  the  County  of  Somerset 
had  to  make  provision  for  a  large  number  of  expectant  mothers  from  various  parts  of  the  country. 
In  addition,  the  needs  of  mothers  evacuated  with  young  children  had  also  to  be  considered  and 
special  provision  had  to  be  made  for  them.  Again,  throughout  the  County  there  are  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  residential  nurseries  for  which  supervisory  steps  have  had  to  be  taken. 

The  influx  of  population  and  the  presence  of  so  many  troops  has  made  us  survey  very 
carefully  the  adequacy  of  our  V.D.  arrangements.  The  new  distributions  of  population  have 
made  necessary  extensions  of  some  water  supplies.  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  has  also 
been  a  source  of  anxiety  but  with  the  additions  made  has  been  adequate  for  needs.  It  is  a 
matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  the  County  Health  organisation  has  stood  up  with  real  efficiency 
to  the  tremendous  strain  imposed  upon  it  and  nowhere  showed  any  signs  of  breaking  down,  and 
this  is  a  measure  of  the  efficient  and  broad  basis  on  which  it  rests. 

Naturally  under  present  conditions  the  vital  statistics  are  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  for 
the  record  year  1939,  but  all  are  fairly  good. 

I  would  point  out  that  all  the  details  in  this  report  have  been  supervised  by  Sir  William 
Savage,  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  this  work. 

I  am, 


Taunton. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  F.  DAVIDSON. 


October,  1941. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres):  1,028,992. 

Population  (1940): — 465,340;  an  increase  of  55,640. 

Live  births : — Total,  5,846;  Legitimate  5,607,  Illegitimate  239.  Still  births,  234. 

Deaths: — Total,  6,479;  Urban,  3,060;  Rural,  3,419. 

Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age: — 315. 

Rateable  Value  :— £2,637,072  (1940). 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate: — £10,545  (1940-41);  £10,615  (1941-42). 

Birth  rate: — 12.56  (previous  year  13.67). 

Death  rate  : — 13.92. 

Rate  of  infantile  mortality : — 50.9. 

Percentage  of  births  which  are  illegitimate : — 4.08. 

The  essential  statistical  returns  covering  births,  infantile  mortality,  and  deaths  are  given 
in  the  following  Tables  from  I.  to  V. 


The  death  returns  are  corrected  as  regards  the  distribution  of  deaths  to  the  districts  to 
which  they  properly  belong.  In  order  to  correct  the  differences  of  age  and  sex  distribution  a 
standardising  factor  is  used  and,  corrected  in  this  way,  the  following  figures  are  obtained: — 


Net 

Death-rate. 

Standardising 

Factor. 

Standardised 

Death-rate. 

Rural  Districts 

14.01 

0.88 

12.33 

Urban  Districts 

13.83 

0.88 

12.17 

Administrative  County  ... 

13.92 

0.88 

12.25 

England  and  Wales 

14.30 

— 

14.30 

The  standardised  death  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  is  12.25  in  comparison  with  a 
net  death  rate  of  13.92.  This  factor  does  not  allow  for  war  distribution  changes. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  Tables,  the  chief  causes  of  death  being  heart- 
diseases  (1,602  deaths),  cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant  disease  (780  deaths),  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  (719  deaths),  and  tuberculosis  (213  deaths). 

As  is  to  be  anticipated  the  various  figures  are  less  favourable  than  in  previous  years.  It 
is  difficult  to  comment,  however,  as  the  great  changes  in  the  numbers  and  age  distribution  of  the 
population  and  other  factors  affect  the  basis  of  calculation  and  figures  comparable  to  previous 
years  are  not  obtainable.  For  example,  the  death  rate  is  increased  but  the  population  at  risk 
excludes  many  young  people  and  has  added  tc  it  an  undue  proportion  of  older  persons.  The 
death  rate  is  above  the  birth  rate  which  was  only  12.56. 


TABLE  I. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1940. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

_ 

NETT 

DEATHS  AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  "RESIDENTS’'  WH 1' T HER 

OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and  under 

5  years 

5  and 
under 

1 5  years 

15  and  under 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

; b 5  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

28 

3 

6 

4 

6 

8 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Whooping  cough 

4 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

15 

0 

6 

7 

2 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

162 

0 

0 

3 

93 

55 

11 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

51 

3 

8 

6 

23 

9 

2 

Syphilitic  diseases 

19 

2 

0 

0 

2 

8 

7 

Influenza 

179 

3 

3 

1 

18 

60 

94 

Measles 

12 

4 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 

encephalitis 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  buc.  cavity  &  oe  soph. 

(M),  uterus  (F) 

83 

0 

0 

0 

1 

33 

49 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

150 

0 

0 

0 

8 

58 

84 

Cancer  of  breast 

102 

0 

0 

0 

10 

46 

46 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

445 

0 

1 

0 

27 

149 

268 

Diabetes 

62 

0 

1 

2 

4 

19 

36 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

691 

0 

0 

0 

12 

160 

519 

Heart  disease 

1602 

0 

0 

1 

49 

272 

1280 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system... 

183 

0 

0 

0 

5 

32 

146 

Bronchitis 

498 

19 

7 

1 

13 

83 

375 

Pneumonia 

221 

41 

16 

3 

19 

37 

105 

Other  respiratory  disease 

115 

0 

2 

2 

10 

30 

71 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

53 

0 

0 

0 

9 

29 

15 

Diarrhcea,  under  2  years 

21 

19 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

28 

0 

2 

5 

7 

4 

10 

Other  digestive  diseases 

178 

8 

4 

6 

20 

55 

85 

Nephritis 

269 

1 

2 

1 

21 

70 

174 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Premature  birth 

84 

84 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

5 

0 

0 

injuries,  infantile  diseases  ... 

117 

98 

9 

5 

5 

0 

0 

Suicide 

41 

0 

0 

0 

18 

16 

7 

ltoad  traffic  accidents  ... 

69 

0 

1 

6 

33 

21 

8 

Other  violent  causes 

219 

12 

12 

8 

69 

53 

65 

All  other  causes 

753 

13 

13 

13 

79 

120 

515 

6479 

312 

107 

74 

582 

1429 

3975 

TABLE  II. 

Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  in  each  District  during  the  Year  1910. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Axbridge. 

X 

o 

< 

X 

H 

< 

m 

Bridgwater. 

Chard. 

Clutton. 

Dulverton. 

Frome. 

Langport. 

Long  Ashton 

Shepton  Mallet. 

Taunton. 

Wellington. 

Wells. 

WlLLITON. 

WlNCANTON. 

Yeovil. 

Total  Rural 
Districts. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

6 

5 

15 

4 

4 

0 

6 

4 

9 

3 

6 

2 

1 

7 

6 

5 

83 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

23 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Influenza 

6 

5 

2 

11 

6 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

10 

1 

2 

3 

15 

9 

91 

Measles 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

6 

encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

Cancer  of  hue.  cavity  &  oe  soph. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

« 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

(M),  uterus  (F) 

2 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

2 

4 

4 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

8 

5 

54 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

9 

6 

s 

8 

10 

1 

2 

7 

11 

3 

7 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

90 

Cancer  of  breast 

4 

7 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

5 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

56 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

25 

14 

17 

10 

4 

6 

9 

29 

10 

20 

11 

8 

6 

32 

14 

232 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

3 

3 

27 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

31 

32 

34 

18 

32 

4 

7 

15 

27 

15 

34 

17 

10 

26 

30 

21 

353 

Heart  disease 

107 

69 

76 

39 

67 

18 

55 

58 

57 

32 

55 

22 

49 

43 

40 

52 

839 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system..: 

5 

6 

4 

4 

9 

3 

4 

4 

8 

5 

5 

3 

1 

9 

10 

11 

91 

Bronchitis 

17 

19 

27 

16 

22 

6 

10 

7 

18 

9 

25 

6 

y 

19 

23 

31 

264 

Pneumonia 

10 

11 

11 

6 

10 

0 

8 

5 

12 

6 

11 

2 

6 

6 

11 

9 

124 

Other  respiratory  disease 

5 

7 

4 

1 

5 

0 

1 

3 

9 

2 

6 

2 

0 

3 

4 

7 

59 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

4 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

30 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

4m 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

14 

Other  digestive  diseases 

16 

3 

5 

1 

4 

0 

3 

8 

7 

9 

9 

5 

3 

9 

5 

8 

95 

Nephritis 

14 

17 

11 

2 

7 

0 

2 

14 

10 

9 

10 

2 

8 

4 

15 

5 

130 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

7 

6 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

40 

injuries,  infantile  diseases  ... 

6 

6 

5 

5 

7 

1 

1 

4 

6 

4 

4 

2 

0 

2 

3 

7 

63 

Suicide 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

23 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

4 

3 

7 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

3 

0 

2 

2 

4 

0 

45 

Other  violent  causes 

21 

7 

10 

2 

10 

1 

3 

4 

9 

6 

10 

5 

2 

3 

6 

12 

111 

All  other  causes 

41 

29 

41 

34 

17 

10 

18 

20 

34 

13 

31 

19 

14 

38 

28 

43 

430 

All  causes  . 

348 

276 

287 

183 

245 

58 

155 

187 

2S9 

151 

263 

113 

128 

206 

263 

267 

3419 

0 

TABLE  m. 

Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  in  each  District  during  tne  Year  1940. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Bridgwater. 

Burnham. 

Chard. 

Clevedon. 

Crewkerne. 

Frome. 

Glastonbury. 

Ilminster. 

Keynsham 

Minehead. 

W 

u 

o 

H 

(/) 

P 

< 

a 

t 

7, 

O 

H 

« 

O 

£ 

I  ortishead. 

Shepton  Mallet. 

Street. 

Taunton. 

Watch  et. 

Wellington. 

Wells. 

W  ESTON-SU  PE  r-M  are  . 

> 

c 

p 

>• 

Total  Urban 
Districts. 

County  Total. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

1 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

16 

28 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

10 

15 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

5 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

0 

5 

3 

7 

1 

2 

1 

16 

1 

1 

2 

12 

10 

/  s 

162 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

8 

0 

1 

0 

6 

1 

28 

51 

Syphilitic  diseases 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

14 

19 

Influenza 

5 

2 

3 

4 

0 

4 

4 

(1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

9 

0 

11 

0 

3 

1 

24 

14 

88 

179 

Measles 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

12 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 

encephalitis 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

Cancer  of  buc.  cavity  &  oe  soph. 

(M),  uterus  (F) 

7 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

c 

1 

0 

7 

2 

29 

83 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

6 

1 

0 

2 

6 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

8 

1 

4 

3 

11 

9 

60 

150 

Cancer  of  breast 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

r\ 

o 

1 

1 

1 

10 

0 

0 

2 

11 

3 

46 

102 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

10 

i 

14 

8 

4 

2 

7 

0 

10 

3 

5 

4 

36 

5 

12 

4 

45 

22 

213 

445 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

2 

( 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

12 

5 

35 

62 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

31 

22 

9 

11 

3 

19 

7 

6 

10 

17 

9 

5 

11 

6 

46 

3 

6 

11 

73 

33 

3  38 

691 

Heart  disease 

57 

43 

20 

25 

16 

42 

22 

5 

20 

23 

39 

18 

17 

18 

116 

10 

22 

37 

155 

58 

763' 160  2 

Other  diseases  of  eirc.  system... 

3 

3 

2 

2 

i 

2 

1 

3 

6 

4 

1 

5 

9 

21 

1 

12 

1 

7 

11 

92 

183 

Bronchitis 

26 

8 

12 

7 

12 

7 

2 

8 

i 

5 

6 

7 

2 

30 

3 

2 

5 

60 

26 

234 

498 

Pneumonia 

8 

3 

0 

2 

2 

1 

5 

9 

10 

0 

4 

0 

16 

1 

1 

0 

18 

15 

97 

221 

Other  respiratory  disease 

2 

I 

2 

< 

0 

2 

o 

O 

2 

O 

1 

3 

2 

10 

0 

5 

2 

6 

5 

56 

115 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

23 

53 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

15 

21 

Appendicitis 

2 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

' 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

14 

28 

Other  digestive  diseases 

10 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

6 

t 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

0 

1 

0 

14 

14 

‘  83 

178 

Nephritis 

6 

8 

o 

0 

19 

■ 

7 

5 

0 

4 

5 

11 

2 

2 

9 

18 

0 

1 

3 

30 

5 

139 

269 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

5 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

Premature  birth 

7 

0 

; 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

■ 

0 

1 

1 

9 

0 

2 

1 

9 

7 

44 

84 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

injuries,  infantile  diseases  ... 

5 

1 

0 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

i 

0 

1 

1 

6 

3 

3 

0 

9 

8 

54 

117 

Suicide 

3 

c 

0 

1 

C 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

18 

41 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

2 

1 

0 

2 

i 

0 

c 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

24 

69 

Other  violent  causes 

14 

6 

7 

. 

2 

0 

4 

3 

6 

•? 

3 

0 

11 

1 

3 

1 

22 

20 

108 

219 

All  other  causes 

27 

1£ 

10 

33 

26 

i 

3 

4 

11 

13 

7 

9 

8 

45 

8 

12 

4 

56 

20 

323 

753 

All  causes 

253 

147 

7S 

152 

46 

,156 

65 

28 

95 

l 

108 

138 

56 

84 

62 

457 

40 

9S 

82 

610 

306 

30  6C 

6479 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing,  for  each  Rural  District,  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  number  of  Deaths 
of  Infants,  also  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality. 


DISTRICT. 

05 

o 

Us 

< 

Acres. 

j  No.  of  Births.  ! 

No.  of  Deaths. 

i 

No.  of  Deaths  ! 

Under  1  Year.  \ 

■i 

Population,  j 

(Mid-Year)  j 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Standardized 

Death  Rate. 

Rate  of 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

RURAL  : — 

1.  Axbridge 

90,551 

311 

318 

16 

23,660 

13.14 

14.71 

12.50 

48.9 

2.  Bathavon 

42,106 

293 

276 

17 

20,820 

14.07 

13.26 

12.20 

57.6 

3.  Bridgwater 

86,769 

243 

287 

8 

19,390 

12.53 

14.80 

12.73 

31.0 

4.  Chard 

54,600 

151 

183 

12 

12,570 

12.01 

14.56 

12.23 

76.9 

5.  Clutton 

42,641 

237 

245 

13 

16,370 

14.48 

14.97 

13.62 

53.3 

6.  Dulverton 

78,980 

67 

58 

1 

4,575 

14.04 

12.68 

11.16 

14.3 

7.  Frome 

51,933 

132 

155 

5 

10,810 

12.21 

14.34 

12.48 

37.3 

8.  Langport 

59,407 

160 

187 

11 

13,190 

12.13 

14.18 

11.91 

65. 1 

9.  Long  Ashton 

46,515 

322 

289 

15 

22,970 

14.02 

12.58 

11.70 

46.0 

10.  Shepton  Mallet 

47,777 

153 

151 

9 

11,300 

13.54 

13.36 

11.76 

57.0 

11.  Taunton 

70,682 

208 

263 

10 

19,410 

10.72 

13.55 

11.65 

46.5 

12.  Wellington 

37,911 

103 

113 

4 

8,304 

12.40 

13.61 

11.84 

32.0 

13.  Wells 

57,175 

126 

128 

6 

9,771 

12.90 

13.10 

1 1.14 

45.5 

14.  WlLLITON 

97,364 

146 

206 

11 

13,640 

10.70 

15.11 

12.39 

70.1 

15.  WlNCANTON 

64,540 

200 

263 

6 

17,390 

11.50 

15.12 

12.85 

28.8 

16.  Yeovil 

53,495 

287 

267 

15 

19,930 

14.40 

13.40 

12.73 

48.9 

Totals  of  Rural 
Population 

982,446 

3,139 

3,419 

159 

244,100 

12.86 

14.01 

12.33 

48.5 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing,  for  each  Urban  District,  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  number  of  Deaths 
of  Infants,  also  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality. _ 


V/m  A  WO  , 

DISTRICT. 

URBAN 

a 

H 

< 

Acres. 

(/) 

s 

U— 

o 

6 

f 

No.  of  Deaths.  ; 

: 

r 

t 

No.  of  Deaths  \ 

Under  1  Year.  ; 

•2  § 
rt 

t  a 

c2 

O 

+-* 

Cj 

& 

l-i 

S 

( 

Death  Rate. 

!  c 

|  Standardized 
|  Death  Rate. 

*g  A  t 
c  a 
cc« 

rt  u—  — 

«  c  o 

1.  Bridgwater 

1,677 

334 

253 

'  18 

21,490 

15.54 

11.77 

11.30 

47.6 

2.  Burnham 

2,246 

76 

147 

2 

9,376 

8.11 

15.68 

12.23 

24.4 

3.  Chard 

1,030 

55 

79 

1 

4,800 

11.46 

16.46 

14.32 

17.9 

4.  Clevedon 

3,296 

82 

152 

4 

9,088 

9.02 

16.72 

11.20 

38.8 

5.  Crewkerne 

1,291 

47 

46 

3 

3,648 

12.88 

12.61 

11.22 

60.0 

6.  Frome 

1,194 

131 

156 

8 

11,920 

10.99 

13.09 

11.26 

56.7 

7.  Glastonbury 

5,019 

65 

65 

2 

5,226 

12.44 

1244 

11.44 

30.3 

8.  Ilminster 

531 

17 

28 

1 

2,336 

7.28 

11.99 

10.55 

50.0 

9.  Keynsham 

4,170 

103 

93 

8 

7,167 

14.37 

12.98 

11.94 

76.9 

10  Minehead 

2,816 

70 

10S 

3 

8,491 

8.24 

12.72 

10.68 

35.3 

11.  Norton- 

Radstock 

3,370 

155 

138 

7 

11,600 

13.36 

11.90 

11.78 

42.7 

12.  Portishead 

911 

41 

56 

0 

3,860 

10.62 

14.51 

12.19 

0.0 

13.  SHEProN  Mallet 

2,278 

62 

84 

3 

5,120 

12  11 

16.41 

15.10 

46.2 

14.  Street 

3,069 

58 

62 

5 

5,505 

10.54 

11  26 

11.49 

83.3 

16.  Taunton 

2,428 

424 

457 

25 

30,700 

13.81 

14.89 

14.15 

55.9 

16.  Watchet 

493 

41 

40 

4 

2,575 

15.92 

15.53 

13  20 

87.0 

17.  Wellington 

2,211 

99 

98 

5 

7,524 

13.16 

13.02 

10.68 

45.5 

18.  Wells 

1,336 

49 

82 

1 

6,044 

8.11 

13.57 

11.53 

18.5 

19.  Weston-s-Mare 

4,923 

456 

610 

31 

40,810 

11.17 

14.95 

11.36 

63.0 

20.  Yeovil 

2,257 

342 

306 

25 

23,960 

14.27 

12.77 

13.79 

73.1 

Totals  of  Urban 
Population 

46,546 

2,707 

3,060 

156 

221,240 

12.24 

13.83 

12.17 

53.7 

Administrative 

County 

1,028,992 

5,846 

6,479 

315 

465.340 

12.56 

13.92 

12.25 

50.9 

England  and  Wales, 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14.6 

14.3 

14.3 

55.0 
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Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

The  clinics  are  held  regularly  at  the  following  centres : — 


Name  of  Clinic. 

Started. 

Medical  Officer. 

No.  of 
Sessions. 

New  cases 
seen. 

Average 
attendance 
per  Session. 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
ITosjntal 

April,  1931 

Dr.  J.  Mackay 

27 

48  1 

12.0 

Shepton  Mallet  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Hospital  ... 

April,  1931 

Dr.  A.  Darlington  ... 

24 

8 

1.0 

Weston-super-Mare 

Hospital 

Dec.,  1932 

Dr.  J.  McGarvey  ... 

23 

15 

2.0 

Bridgwater  Health 

Centre  ... 

1 

May,  1938 

i 

Dr.  J.  Mackay 

23 

. 

16 

3.0 

The  above  Table  shows  that  the  facilities  available  are  being  comparatively  little  used  by 
medical  practitioners.  The  Yeovil  centre  has  been  closed. 

Blind  Persons  Acts,  1920  and  1938. 

The  general  work  under  these  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  Blind  Association  on 
behalf  of  and  with  a  grant  from  the  County  Council.  This  Association  also  deals  with  necessitous 
Blind  and  their  dependents.  Six  Home  Teachers  were  employed  by  the  County  Blind  Associa¬ 
tion  during  1940.  There  are  20  Home  Workers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bristol  Royal  Blind 
Asylum  Workshops.  At  the  end  of  1940  there  were  910  persons  in  the  County  registered  as 
blind,  compared  with  924  at  the  end  of  1939.  Certification  by  a  medical  practitioner  with  special 
experience  in  ophthalmology  is  required  before  registration.  Where  possible  we  make  use  of  the 
County  Oculist,  Dr.  I.  B.  Georgeson,  for  certification  purposes  and  during  1940  he  examined 
57  cases,  42  of  whom  were  admitted  to  the  register. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  scheme  lias  been  completed  and  provides  beds  at  8  hospitals,  i.e., 
Axbridge  40,  Minehead  14,  Paulton  26,  Shepton  Mallet  39,  South  Somerset  40,  Taunton  54, 
Weston-super-Mare  32,  Wincanton  14.  In  addition  by  agreement,  cases  are  received  from  the 
Long  Ashton,  Clevedon  and  Portishead  areas  by  the  City  of  Bristol  Isolation  Hospital.  This  is 
exclusive  of  additional  temporary  beds.  The  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  and  their  dis¬ 
tribution  are  set  out  in  the  tables. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  are  now  made  notifiable  diseases  so  it  is  possible  to  give 
approximate  figures.  Measles  was  rather  prevalent  and  affected  most  parts  of  the  county.  There 
were  only  12  deaths  in  all,  4  being  under  one  year  and  7  between  one  and  5  years.  The  compara¬ 
tively  low  mortality  from  measles  has  been  a  satisfactory  feature  for  many  years.  It  represents 
a  mortality  rate  of  only  0.52  per  cent.  Whooping  cough  notifications  were  384  representing  com¬ 
paratively  slight  prevalence  with  only  4  deaths.  Rubella  (German  measles)  was  widely  prevalent 
during  the  yv inter  months. 
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Scarlet  fever  was  prevalent  at  one  time  or  another  in  many  parts  of  the  County  and  there 
were  1,253  notifications.  The  disease  was  mostly  mild  and  there  was  only  one  death. 

There  were  only  058  cases  of  diphtheria  with  15  deaths,  a  case  mortality  of  4.2.  Not  a 
great  deal  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  done  during  1940  but  special  efforts  to  immunise  the 
child  population,  both  pre-school  and  school,  was  made  in  1941  and  a  full  account  will  be  given 
in  my  report  for  next  year. 

There  were  a  good  many  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  mainly  during  the  winter 
months,  and  at  one  time  a  considerable  epidemic  threatened.  Fortunately  this  did  not  material¬ 
ise  and  the  disease  gradually  faded  out.  In  all,  170  cases  were  notified.  Thfere  were  only  28 
deaths,  a  case  mortality  of  15.9  per  cent.  In  the  other  Great  War  the  mortality  rate  was  some 
70 — 80  per  cent. 


On  the  whole  the  infectious  disease  position,  was  satisfactory  during  the  year,  although 
the  prevalence  of  some  mild  disease  threw  considerable  strain  on  the  available  isolation  hospital 
accommodation.  At  no  time,  however,  was  it  inadequate  to  need,  but  we  were  very  glad  of  the 
additional  accommodation  obtained  in  the  autumn  of  1939. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

TABLE  VI. 


1 

Measles. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

|  Diphtheria. 

Enteric  and 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers. 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis. 

Dysentery. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

|  Pneumonia. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

i  Encephalitis 
Lethargica. 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

117 

59 

4 

0 

1  1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

9 

0 

0 

Burnham 

93 

23 

S 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Chard 

SO 

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

7 

0 

5 

10 

0 

0 

Clevedon 

249 

12 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

33 

14 

0 

0 

Crewkerne 

14 

13 

12 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

7 

2 

0 

0 

Frome 

5 

55 

10 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

5 

10 

1 

0 

Glastonbury 

46 

13 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

Ilminster 

42 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

fi 

13 

0 

0 

Keynsham 

11 

18 

19 

0 

2 

0 

5 

0 

19 

3 

1 

0 

Minehead 

134 

51 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

23 

6 

5 

0 

Norton-Radstock 

222 

10 

6 

2 

4 

! 

3 

0 

25 

9 

1 

0 

Portishead 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

22 

0 

0 

1 

Shepton  Mallet 

95 

25 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

10 

0 

0 

Street 

57 

18 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

7 

0 

0 

Taunton 

196 

160 

8 

1 

6 

2 

23 

1 

57 

19 

o 

0 

Watchet 

60 

12 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Wellington 

3 

15 

17 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

21 

1 

0 

0 

Wells 

2 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Weston-super-Mare 

460 

96 

51 

0 

6 

5 

7 

0 

101 

31 

2 

0 

Yeovil 

210 

24 

50 

0 

5 

0 

15 

0 

88 

11 

1 

0 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

150 

134 

34 

0 

2 

0 

14 

2 

11 

24 

1 

1 

Bathavon 

53 

97 

17 

0 

4 

0 

8 

0 

15 

9 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

360 

35 

14 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Chard 

83 

26 

9 

0 

9 

1 

10 

0 

51 

18 

0 

0 

Clutton 

174 

32 

6 

2 

4 

0 

5 

0 

34 

29 

1 

0 

Dulverton 

79 

9 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

3 

29 

0 

0 

Frome 

19 

13 

15 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Langport 

139 

5 

2 

0 

4 

0 

3 

o 

60 

11 

3 

0 

Long  Ashton 

59 

31 

19 

2 

3 

0 

4 

2 

18 

30 

1 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

102 

44 

7 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

55 

6 

0 

0 

Taunton 

102 

45 

3 

0 

7 

1 

13 

0 

24 

24 

2 

0 

Wellington 

79 

16 

4 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Wells 

18 

13 

2 

0 

I 

0 

2 

0 

17 

5 

0 

0 

Willi  ton 

126 

27  i 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

Wincanton 

545 

6i 

5 

o 

1 

2 

16 

0 

36 

25 

2 

0 

Yeovil 

202 

55 

18 

1 

6 

4 

12 

0 

48 

17 

1 

0 

Urban  Districts 

2055 

610  j 

201 

4 

51 

9 

79 

1 

425 

165 

12 

1 

Rural  Districts 

2290 

643 

157 

5 

48 

10 

97 

6 

384 

234 

11 

1 

Administrative  County 

4345 

1253 

358 

9 

99 

19 

176 

7 

809 

399 

23 

2 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  attendances  of  Somerset  cases  at  the  various  clinics  for  the  past  three  years  have  been 
us  follows : — 


Clinic. 

New  Cases. 

Att 

ENDANCES. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

Increase 

or 

decrease 

during 

1940. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

Increase 

or 

decrease 

during 

1940 

Bath  . 

13 

5 

5 

0 

249 

352 

190 

-162 

Bristol 

41 

47 

33 

-14 

677 

704 

481 

-223 

Taunton 

61 

54 

42 

H12 

1,020 

997 

909 

-  88 

Yeovil 

54 

56 

59 

+  3 

632 

695 

950 

+  255 

Bridgwater 

10 

26 

26 

0 

313 

277 

387 

+  110 

Frome 

17 

11 

3 

-  8 

139 

143 

102 

-  41 

Glastonbury(Closed  1938) 

7 

— 

- 

— 

105 

— 

— 

Minehead 

37 

17 

5 

-  12 

346 

210 

92 

-118 

Weston-super-Mare 

64 

41 

50 

+  9 

1,139 

744 

1,024 

+  280 

All  Clinics 

304 

257 

223 

-34 

4,620 

4,122 

4,135 

+  13 

Although  a  war  year  these  figures  show  no  increase  in  cases  and  attendances  of  venereal 
diseases.  The  centres  are  widely  advertised,  so  it  is  unlikely  that  this  is  due  to  the  centres  not 
being  used. 


During  the  year  the  following  examinations  were  made: 


Samples. 

For  Clinics  and 
Hospitals. 

For  Medical 
Practitioners. 

Total. 

W  asserman 

•  •  • 

227 

396 

623 

Gonococcus 

•  •• 

0 

5 

5 

Spirochetes 

Fixation  and  other 

0 

0 

0 

tests 

... 

125 

19 

144 

352 

420 

772 

13 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  work  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year  along  the  approved  and  successful  lines 
and  there  were  no  fresh  developments  of  importance.  The  death  rates  for  1040  are  as  follows: — 


Year. 

Phthisis  Death  rates. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  in  a  population  of 
406,000. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

County. 

Phthisis. 

All  Tuberculosis 

1940 

0.34 

0.35 

0.348 

0.09 

0.12 

0.109 

0.457 

141 

186 

The  death  rate  is  an  increase  on  that  for  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest  on 

record. 


TABLE  VII. 


New  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  County  during  1940. 


Age  Periods. 

New  cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1—5 

3 

0 

9 

2 

0 

0 

4 

4 

5—10 

7 

9 

18 

10 

1 

2 

4 

2 

10—15 

9 

2 

15 

7 

15—20 

28 

32 

4 

8 

; 

-  47 

46 

12 

11 

20—25 

39 

33 

3 

7 

25—35 

54 

74 

5 

7 

35—45 

34 

37 

2 

3 

45 — 55 

33 

17 

4 

4 

39 

16 

4 

5 

55—65 

16 

9 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

2 

8 

1 

0 

6 

5 

0 

2 

Totals 

225 

221 

63 

49 

93 

69 

27 

24 

14 


TABLE  VIII. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  and  Deaths. 


URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

Number  of  primary 
cases  notified. 

Number  of  Deaths 

during  the  year 

from  Pulmonary 

I  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  Deaths 

during  the  year 

from  other  varieties 

of  Tuberculosis. 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Number  of  primary 
cases  notified. 

Number  of  Deaths 

during  the  year 

from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  Death* 

during  the  year 

from  other  varieties 

of  Tuberculosis. 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Bridgwater 

37 

1 

5 

3 

Axbridge 

24 

7 

6 

5 

Burnham 

1 1 

0 

1 

0 

Bathavon 

_ 

16 

5 

5 

i 

Chard 

7 

3 

3 

1 

Bridgwater 

25 

4 

15 

i 

Clevedon 

6 

1 

3 

0 

Chard 

14 

6 

4 

2 

Crewkerne 

5 

2 

4 

0 

Clutton 

10 

3 

4 

1 

Frome 

4 

1 

I 

3 

I  Dulverton 

4 

o 

0 

0 

Glastonbury  _ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Frome 

,  ... 

2 

1 

6 

0 

11  minster 

4 

3 

0 

1 

Langport 

- .  T  - 

13 

3 

4 

2  1 

Keynsham 

9 

3 

5 

0 

Long  Ashton 

. 

20 

3 

9 

3 

Minehead 

16 

2 

3 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

4 

5 

3 

1 

Norton-Radstock 

3 

3 

7 

1 

Taunton 

18 

4 

6 

2 

Portishead 

4 

2 

1 

0 

Wellington 

ratTT- 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Shepton  Mallet 

* 

2 

2 

2 

Wells 

--  -T- 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Street 

4 

3 

1 

0 

Williton 

_ _ 

23 

7 

7 

1 

Taunton 

29 

9 

16 

8 

Wincanton 

13 

5 

6 

1 

Watchet 

5 

5 

1 

0 

Yeovil 

18 

3 

5 

I 

Wellington 

8 

1 

1 

1 

Wells 

4 

0 

2 

0 

Weston-s-Mare 

45 

9 

12 

6 

Y  eovil 

24 

1 

10 

1 

Totals 

235 

52 

79 

28 

Totals 

211 

60 

83 

23 

hk 


TABLE  IX. 

n  i  /  i 

Admissions  to  Sanatoria  during  1940. 


Sanatorium. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Quantock 

79 

62 

1 

143 

Chard 

6 

30 

2 

38 

Taunton 

21 

15 

1 

37 

Wincanton 

14 

— 

— 

14 

Compton  Bishop 

— 

— 

38 

38 

Alton  Hospital 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

Bath  Ortho.  Hospital  ... 

4 

9 

Jmt 

10 

16 

Papworth  Training 
Colony  . 

1 

— 

- 

1 

125 

110 

54 

289 

15 


TABLE  X. 


Cases  treated  through  the  County  Dispensaries. 


Persons  treated  at 

Under  treatment  at 

Total 

Dispensary 

Attendances 

Total 

Dispensaries  during 

Dispensaries 

Dispensary. 

1910. 

Dec.  31st,  1940. 

4  '  1  OV711  wJ 

examined 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

1940. 

1940. 

Bath  (County) 

7 

41 

5 

18 

335 

122 

Bridgwater  _ 

158 

197 

30 

41 

970 

480 

Bristol  _ 

1 

28 

— 

9 

235 

104 

Chard  _ 

21 

35 

7 

16 

410 

117 

Clevedon 

16 

72 

2 

13 

415 

136 

Frome 

3 

19 

2 

14 

150 

48 

Glastonbury 

12 

5 

2 

2 

140 

75 

Minehead 

25 

46 

16 

17 

610 

181 

Radstock  _ 

4 

17 

3 

16 

232 

92 

Shepton  Mallet 

15 

17 

5 

3 

146 

157 

Taunton  _ 

178 

236 

85 

109 

1137 

578 

Wellington  _ 

10 

17 

7 

9 

144 

67 

Weston-super-Mare  _ 

7 

118 

5 

40 

1110 

351 

Wincanton  _ 

4 

19 

2 

2 

96 

95 

Yeovil  _ 

29 

85 

6 

22 

718 

327 

490 

9.2 

177 

331 

6,848 

2,930 

1,442 

508 

Quantock  Summer  Camp.  The  Camp  was  not  held  this  year. 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Clinical  Report  for  1940. 

Dr.  Short,  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  has  written  the  following  report : — 

1940  was  the  most  difficult  year  that  the  Tuberculosis  campaign  has  yet  had  to  face.  A 
large  number  of  evacuees  had  already  arrived  in  Somerset  and  were  being  treated,  but  the 
sudden  and  widespread  evacuation  of  large  areas  in  the  South-East  and  London  following  the 
collapse  of  France  threw  a  tremendous  additional  strain  upon  the  staff. 

Many  of  the  unofficial  evacuees  concealed  the  fact  that  they  were  suffering  from  tubercu¬ 
losis  for  fear  that  they  would  not  get  billets,  and  consequently  they  were  fixed  up  in  crowded  and 
unsuitable  conditions  with  healthy  local  children  and  adults,  often  for  months  before  a  relapse 
or  breakdown  forced  them  to  get  medical  aid  and  the  condition  was  discovered. 

In  addition  to  this,  healthy  evacuees  were  found  to  be  billeted  on  Somerset  tuberculous 
patients.  In  one  case  the  patient,  an  advanced  case  with  copious  T.B.  +  sputum,  was  doing 
all  the  cooking  for  the  evacuees. 
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Extra  sanatorium  accommodation  became  urgent  and  the  Committee  provided  this,  but 
llie  extra  staff  necessary  to  nurse  the  cases  has  been  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  and  the 
problem  is  still  unsolved. 

191  cases  already  had  T.B.  +  sputum  when  first  seen,  the  highest  number  of  recent  years, 
and  many  were  of  an  acute  type. 

The  Dispensary  attendances  were  considerably  increased  and  their  work  was  never  so  im¬ 
portant  or  so  successful  as  now. 

Very  few  patients  outside  of  Institutions  have  been  able  to  gain  weight.  They  either  lose 
slightly  or  remain  stationary,  probably  owing  to  the  restricted  diet  obtainable.  The  influence  of 
this  factor  on  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  being  investigated. 

The  other  side  of  the  picture  is  presented  by  the  103  cases  written  off  during  1940  as 
“recovered”  after  5  years’  careful  observation.  All  these  are  now  in  full  work  and  many  of  them 
are  on  hard  work  of  national  importance. 

Sanatorium  or  hospital  treatment  was  given  to  200  cases.  In  addition  many  open-air 
shelters  were  provided,  those  in  actual  use  on  December  31st,  1940,  being  55.  The  number  of 
shelters  available  is  60.  Milk,  for  a  period  of  six  or  eight  weeks  was  provided  in  49  cases, 
Dental  treatment  for  1  case,  X-llay  examinations  for  114. 

Treatment  by  the  use  of  artificial  pneumothorax  has  been  continued  and  the  cases  dealt 
with  are  shewn  in  the  following  table : — 

At  Dispensary  or  home  of  patient.  At  Institutions.  Total. 

Primary  inductions  ......  1  17  18 

Refills  .  270  989  1,259 


The  new  cases  seen  numbered  1,526,  and  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  T.B.  Negative  ...  ...  170 

T.B.  Positive  Stage  1  ...  8 

T.B.  Positive  Stage  2  ...  150 

T.B.  Positive  Stage  3  ...  33 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Bones  and  Joints  ...  15 

Abdominal  ...  ...  7 

Other  Organs  ...  9 

Peripheral  Glands  ...  37 


361 


68 

1,066 

31 


i 

i  o-cj  7 


Not  Tuberculous  ...  . 

Diagnosis  not  completed  on  31st  December,  1940 


1,526 
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QuantocU  Sanatorium.  The  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  V.  C.  Martyn,  has  furnished 
the  following  report: — 

The  Sanatorium  has  been  open  for  the  reception  of  93  cases  (48  males  and  45  females) 
throughout  the  year.  During  this  time  143  cases  have  been  admitted,  of  whom  80  were  males 
and  63  females.  119  patients  were  discharged,  64  males  and  55  females.  2  of  these  cases  were 
not  tuberculosis,  and  there  were  4  deaths.  The  average  stay  for  female  patients  was  195  days 
and  for  male  patients  197  days.  This  is  an  average  of  28  weeks  for  each  patient, 
not  T.B.,  and  there  were  4  deaths.  The  average  stay  for  female  patients  was  195  days  and  for 
male  patients  197  days.  This  is  an  average  of  28  weeks  for  each  patient. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment  was  carried  out  in  all  suitable  cases.  There  were 
12  inductions  and  423  refills.  Four  cases  were  treated  by  aspirations  and  gas  replacements. 

Five  cases  were  operated  on  for  Phrenic  Evulsion  by  Mr.  Tatlow,  of  Minehead.  Mr. 
Walker  is  away  on  service. 

X-ray.  428  cases  were  screened  and  227  films  were  taken. 

36  cases  were  treated  with  Oleo  Sanocrysin  and  the  majority  of  them  derived  great  benefit 
from  it. 

Thirty-two  patients  were  admitted  from  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital,  St.  Lepnards.  These 
were  mostly  advanced  cases  which  required  much  care  and  attention.  One  Sister  and  7  nurses 
came  with  them  but  have  now  all  left.  To  make  room  for  these  patients  some  of  our  cases  were 
discharged  and  the  Women’s  Recreation  Room  and  the  Dining  Hall  were  converted  into  wards. 
There  was  no  overcrowding.  All  this  extra  work- has  been  a  great  strain  on  Matron  and  her 
staff.  I  wish  to  thank  everyone  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  great  work  for  the  patients  in 
exceedingly  difficult  times. 


RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT. 
Weights. 


Increase  in  weights  in  Kilos.  (1  Kilo=2.2  lbs.) 


i — 6 

6 — 12 

12  and  over. 

Total. 

Males  ...  ...  22 

18 

2 

42 

Females  ...  24 

16 

6 

46 

The  average  gain  in  weight  of  88  patients 

weighed 

on  discharge 

=  6.23  kilos 

42  male  patients  ,,  ,,  =  5.39 

46  female  patients  ,,  ,,  =  7.00 


The  average  loss  in  weight  of  19  patients  weighed  on  discharge  =  1.66 

10  patients  were  not  weighed  on  discharge,  including  4  who  died. 

2  patients  showed  no  gain  or  loss  in  weight. 


Males 

Females 


Working  capacity  of  patients  on  admission  and  discharge. 


Full  Working  Capacity 
Admission.  Discharge. 

0  15  =  23.44% 

0  16  =  29.09% 


Fit  for  light  work. 
Admission.  Discharge. 
0  11  =  17.19% 

0  12  =  21.82% 


Unfit  for  work. 
Admission.  Discharge. 

64  38  =  59.06% 

55  27  =  49.09% 


On  admission  all  patients  were  unfit  for  any  work.  On  discharge  26.05  per  cent,  of  all 
patients  were  fit  for  full  work;  19.33  per  cent,  for  light  work;  and  54.62  per  cent,  were  unfit 
for  work. 
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Classification  on  admission  of  patients  discharged  during  1940. 

Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Classification. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

% 

Positive. 

M.  F. 

Negative. 
M.  F. 

Early 

.  15 

22 

37 

31.09 

0 

0 

15 

22 

Intermediate 

.  34 

23 

57 

47.90 

14 

G 

20 

17 

Advanced  ... 

.  15 

10 

25 

21.01 

14 

10 

1 

0 

Complications  presented  by  patients  were : — Larynx  infection,  Pleura. 


Chard  Sanatorium.  During  the  year  the  cases  admitted  were  24  pulmonary  cases  and 
14  non -pulmonary  (7  female,  7  male). 

From  the  pulmonary  wards  there  were  15  discharged  and  3  deaths,  from  the  female  surgical 
ward  6  discharges  and  2  deaths,  and  from  the  male  surgical  ward  2  discharges  and  2  deaths. 

Dr.  Pascall  reports  that  1940  has  not  been  an  easy  year  for  the  Sanatorium  as  rationing 
has  brought  difficulties  in  feeding,  as  while  it  may  be  true  that  margarine  is  as  good  as  butter 
it  is  not  so  palatable  to  an  invalid  and  the  shortage  of  sugar  is  hard  to  overcome.  Air  raid  warn¬ 
ings  have  caused  a  certain  amount  of  disturbance  and  broken  nights  but  no  serious  harm.  The 
surgical  cases  have  been  moved  downstairs  and  the  medical  ones  up,  as  it  is  easier  to  get  the 
latter  to  the  comparative  safety  of  the  ground  floor.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  tuberculous  cases  in  my  area  due  to  evacuation  of  infected  persons  but  I  have  seen  no  increase 
in  the  normal  population  yet. 

Treatment  has  undergone  no  change.  In  5  cases  artificial  pneumothorax  was  induced  and 
552  refills  were  done  in  the  year — the  highest  total  yet.  Gold  was  used  in  selected  cases 
with  fairly  good  results.  There  were  171  X-ray  photographs  taken  and  386  screenings  during 
1940. 


Concerts  and  entertainments  were  held  when  possible  and  the  patients’  morale,  considering 
the  gravity  of  their  condition,  remains  almost  surprisingly  high. 

Compton  Bishop  Children’s  Home.  During  the  year  18  boys  and  20  girls  were  admitted, 
and  of  these  15  boys  and  13  girls  were  under  10  years  of  age.  All  the  cases  had  definite  or 
suspected  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  several  had  infections  of  the  glands  or  peritoneum  as 
well  as  abscesses.  The  average  stay  for  “definite”  (notified)  cases  was  39  weeks,  and  for 
observation  cases  18  weeks.  The  discharges  numbered  45,  24  boys  and  21  girls,  who  will  be  kept 
under  regular  supervision  at  the  County  Clinics. 
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la  34  out  of  58  men  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent  =  58.62  per  cent.  In  35  out  of 
52  women  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent- 67.30  per  cent.  6  eases  who  had  been  admitted 
for  observation  were  discharged:  4  were  found  to  be  tuberculous  and  are  included  in  the  above 
figures.  I  he  remaining  2  cases  were  discharged  as  being  non-tuberculous.  No  cases  who  were 
at  the  Sanatorium  less  than  28  days  have  been  included  in  the  above  figures. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Midwifery  Service.  342  certified  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  during 
t he  year;  301  working  under  Committees  and  41  independent. 

Out  of  the  220  midwives  who  worked  under  the  S.C.N.A.,  ‘28  resigned  and  7  notified  for 
emergency  work  only,  leaving  195  still  at  work.  Of  the  38  who  notified  under  independent 
Associations  8  resigned,  leaving  30  still  at  work.  Of  the  41  (rained  midwives  working  on  their 
own  12  had  no  midwifery  or  maternity  case,  which  left  29  actually  at  work.  Ten  worked  only 
as  maternity  nurse  under  a  medical  man.  During  the  year  five  amalgamations  of  smaller  dis¬ 
tricts  have  been  effected. 

The  percentage  of  1940  births  in  the  County  attended  by  the  nurses  as  Midwives  was  67.3. 

Summary  for  all  Midwives  during  the  Year. 


Cases  attended  as  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,935 

Cases  attended  as  monthly  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,730 

Doctor  sent  for  for  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,468 

Doctor  sent  for  for  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  74 

Death  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Death  of  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

The  midwives  working  under  Committees  attended  3,195  midwifery  and  1,603  maternity 
cases,  those  working  independently  134  midwifery  and  112  maternity  cases.  The  Association 


midwives  showed  an  increase  of  46  midwifery  and  a  decrease  of  18  maternity  cases,  the  inde¬ 
pendent  midwives  a  decrease  of  9  midwifery  and  an  increase  of  16  maternity  cases. 

Only  one  independent  midwife  had  more  than  25  midwifery  cases,  and  her  number  was  80, 
10  of  these  midwives  had  no  midwifery  cases  but  between  them  attended  59  maternity  cases, 
while  12  had  no  cases  at  all.  The  44  midwives  in  the  Maternity  Units  attended  621  cases. 

Six  deaths  of  mothers  were  recorded  during  the  year  in  which  midwives  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  as  midwives. 

Doctors  were  called  in  1,468  times  for  the  mother  and  255  for  the  child;  a  percentage  of 

43.8. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Work.  Under  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  scheme  the  total 
numbers  of  Somerset  mothers  ante-natally  examined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  were 
respectively  1,091  and  271,  at  a  total  cost  to  the  County  estimated  at  £463  11s.  Od.  The  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  for  evacuee  women  are  218  and  66,  at  a  cost  of  £78  7s.  6d. 

Consultants  for  Midwifery  Scheme.  Under  the  County  scheme  50  cases  were  accepted 
and  dealt  with  by  the  four  consultant  officers. 

Assisted  Admissions  to  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals.  During  the  year  260  applications 

were  received  for  assisted  admissions  to  a  maternity  home  or  hospital.  The  County  Council 
accepted  responsibility  for  171  of  these  cases.  The  reasons  for  need  of  institutional  treatment 
were : — 
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Actual  or  anticipated  obstetric  difficulty 

80 

Medical  complication 

14 

Housing 

36 

Toxaemia 

36 

Abortions 

5 

171 

Treatment : — 

Medical  treatment  (normal  delivery) 

85 

Medical  treatment  ... 

1 

Surgical  obstetric  treatment  . 

75 

Pre-natal  treatment  only  (returned  home) 

3 

Post-natal  treatment  only 

7 

171 

Results : — 

■■  -  . 

Mothers:  Well 

162 

Fair  ...  ...  ... 

6 

Improved  (confined  later  at  home) 

2 

Died 

1 

171 

Babies:  Well 

132 

Died 

27 

Non-Viable 

5 

Fair 

4 

Born  at  home  ... 

3 

171 


All  the  mothers  made  good  obstetric  recoveries,  although  6  remain  in  only  fair  health. 
160  babies  were  born,  of  whom  139  survived.  Of  the  above  Somerset  women  37  were  admitted 
to  emergency  maternity  units  in  the  County  for  their  confinement. 

Dental  Scheme  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

This  Scheme  operates  partly  through  private  dental  practitioners  and  partly  through  dental 
clinics  staffed  by  officers  of  the  County  Council. 

Private  Practitioners’  Cases.  Of'  the  6  denture  cases  uncompleted  at  the  end  of  1939, 
all  have  been  satisfactorily  fitted  and  the  patients  are  making  proper  use  of  the  dentures. 
During  1940  26  applications  were  received.  7  full  dentures  and  1  part  dentures  were  fitted,  and 
in  every  case  a  report  has  been  received  from  a  County  Council  Medical  Officer  or  Health  Visitor 
that  the  dentures  were  satisfactory  and  in  use.  One  attended  for  extractions  only.  In  the  re¬ 
maining  17  cases  dentures  are  not  completed  and  the  patients  are  still  attending  for  treatment. 
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Under  the  main  scheme  clinics  were  held  at  Glastonbury,  Frome  and  Bridgwater.  The 
work  done  is  shown  in  brief  in  the  following  table: — 


Glastonbury. 

Frome. 

Bridgwater. 

No.  of  new  patients 

39 

28 

32 

No.  of  sessions  ... 

24 

24 

24 

No.  of  attendances  for  general  treatment  ... 

108 

96 

109 

Extractions 

357 

377 

471 

Fillings 

9 

11 

3 

Other  treatment  ... 

3 

23 

8 

No.  of  attendances  for  dentures 

136 

96 

150 

Impressions 

60 

51 

57 

Bites 

24 

40 

28 

Try-Ins 

21 

43 

30 

Plates  inserted 

38 

35 

54 

Other  treatment  ... 

17 

7 

36 

Cases  recommended  for  dentures  ... 

23 

21 

25 

Maternal  Mortality. 


1918 

1928 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

8 

14 

3 

4 

3 

5 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

20 

12 

15 

10 

1 

10 

Total 

28 

26 

18 

14 

4 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  1 

1 

5.14 

4.36 

3.23 

2.59 

0.71 

2.57 

Unfortunately  the  very  satisfactory  figures  for  1939  were  not  maintained. 


Puerperal  Sepsis. 

During  the  year  100  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  different  Hospitals  to  take  in  County  cases,  and  facilities  are  offered.  During  1940 
31  cases  were  so  admitted.  The  Hospitals  with  which  arrangements  have  been  made  are  the 
following : — 

Bath  Koyal  United  Hospital,  Bridgwater  Hospital,  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary,  Chard 
Hospital,  Minehead  Isolation  Hospital,  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital,  Yeovil  Hospital,  and 
South  Petherton  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  special  unit  at  the  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  again  was  of  outstanding  service  and 
the  results  from  this  Hospital  have  been  consistently  good. 

Care  of  Infants  and  Children  under  School  Age. 

The  various  problems  raised  were  dealt  with  in  some  detail  in  earlier  reports.  The  work 
has  been  continued  and  in  some  directions  extensions  have  been  made.  It  is  work  of  essential 
importance,  and  this  is  not  diminished  but  increased  under  war  conditions.  Only  a  summary  oi 
the  County  activities  can  be  given. 
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(t/)  Visits  and  Advice  in  the  Homes.  l)u  ring  the  year  7,388  births  were  referred  to  the 
Infant  Visitors,  5,022  being  in  rural  and  2,366  in  urban  areas.  This  service  is  well  supervised 
and  is  a  most  important  part  of  the  scheme. 

(5)  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  At  the  end  of  1940  the  Centres  in  the  County,  exclusive  of 
those  at  Yeovil,  Taunton  and  Weston-super-Mare  which  are  outside  the  County  Scheme,  were: — 


Centre. 

Day  of  Week  open. 

Frequency  of  Meetings. 

Bishop  Sutton  ... 

Thursday 

Monthly,  3rd  Thursday,  with  doctor. 

Bridgwater 

Friday 

Every  week. 

Chard  . 

Friday 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  every  month.  Doctor  1st 
Friday. 

Chew  Magna 

Wednesday 

1st  Wednesday  each  month:  Doctor. 

Chew  Stoke 

Wednesday 

2nd  Wednesday  each  month:  Doctor. 

Chewton  Mendip 

Cleeve  and  Wraxall 

Wednesday 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  each  month.  Doctor  once 
a  month. 

Weekly.  Doctor  once  a  month. 

Clevedon 

Wednesday 

Every  Wednesday.  Doctor  once  each  month. 

Coleford 

Friday 

Monthly  1st  Friday.  Doctor  each  session.  3rd 
Tuesday  at  Holcombe. 

Crewkerne 

Tuesday 

Alternate  weeks,  with  Doctor. 

Curry  Rivel 

Thursday 

1st  Thursday  in  each  month. 

Frome 

Friday 

Every  week.  Doctor  once  a  month. 

Glastonbury  . 

Wednesday 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  each  month.  Doctor  1st 
Wednesday. 

Harptree  . 

Tuesday 

Alternate  weeks,  with  Doctor. 

Keynsham 

Monday 

Every  week.  Doctor  attends. 

Long  Ashton 

Mondav 

Alternate  weeks.  Doctor  once  a  month. 

Mells 

Friday 

Fortnightly.  Doctor  3rd  Friday. 

Midsomer  Norton 

Tuesday 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays.  Doctor  1st  Tuesday. 

Minehead 

Tuesday 

Every  week.  Doctor  1st  Tuesday  in  every  month. 

Pill  . 

Wednesday 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  every  month.  Doctor 
attends. 

Portishead 

Friday 

Alternate  weeks. 

Badstock 

Thursday 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday.  Doctor  1st  Thursday. 

Shepton  Mallet 

Friday 

Twice  monthly.  Doctor  each  session. 

Street 

Wednesday 

Every  week.  Doctor  alternate  weeks. 

Timsbury  and  Tunley  ... 

Friday 

Alternate  weeks  in  each  area.  Doctor  once  a  month. 

Wellington 

Thursday 

Every  week.  Doctor  alternate  weeks. 

Wells  . 

Tuesday 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  every  month. 

Westbury-sub-Mendip  .. 

Thursday 

2nd  Thursday  in  each  month. 

Wraxall 

Friday 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  every  month.  Doctor  once 
a  month  (1st  Friday). 

Yatton 

Thursday 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays.  Doctor  each  session. 

The  Centres  at  Bridgwater,  Midsomer  N  orton  and  Badstock  are  directly  controlled  by  the 
Council  with  the  valuable  assistance  of  local  Committees;  and  the  County  Council  also  make 
grants  towards  the  expenses  of  all  the  others. 


Bridgwater  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Births.  During  1940,  the  number  of  births  notified  in  the  Borough  (including  still-births 
and  cases  later  transferred  to  other  districts)  was  592 ;  of  these  576  were  attended  by  midwives. 
A  doctor  was  called  in  to  help  the  midwives  in  149  cases.  18  babies  died  during  the  year,  a  rate 
of  47.6  deaths  per  1,000  births. 

Home  Visiting.  No.  of  children  on  visiting  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,636 

Total  visits  paid  to  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,016 

Milk  Grants.  37  grants  were  made,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £91.  As  far  as  possible  it 
is  made  a  condition  that  cases  receiving  milk  attend  at  the  Centre  so  that  the  benefit  of  the  grants 
can  be  estimated. 


Centre.  Number  of  individual  children  who  attended  the  Centre  ...  615 

Number  of  individual  mothers  who  attended  the  Centre  ...  533 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  (under  1  year)  ...  31 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  (1  to  5  years)  ...  40 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Total  number  of  attendances  (children  4,892;  mothers  2,008)  6,900 

Total  number  of  medical  consultations  for  infants  ...  ...  1,499 

Total  number  of  medical  consultations  for  women  (excluding 

ante-natal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 


The  medical  work  was  carried  out  by  Dr.  Halliday. 

Ante-natal  work  was  carried  on  both  by  home  visits  and  by  inviting  attendance  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Centre  once  a  month.  The  total  attendances  were  39  with  16  women  attending. 

The  figures  show  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Centre,  and 
they  are  extremely  satisfactory,  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  the  total  number  of  attendances 
of  children  have  increased  from  2,892  last  year  to  1,892  this  year.  The  total  attendances  of 
mothers  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  (2,025). 

Radstock  and  Midsomer  Norton  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

These  centres  are  managed  by  the  County  Council  with  voluntary  assistance.  Sessions  are 
held  twice  monthly  in  each  centre,  i.e.,  at  the  Victoria  Hail,  Radstock,  and  the  Women’s  Institute 
Hut,  Welton,  Midsomer  Norton.  Medical  consultations  are  held  alternate  sessions  and  educational 
programmes  are  arranged  for  intermediate  dates.  Dr.  Cooke  acts  as  Medical  Officer,  attending 
once  a  month.  The  appointed  Infant  Visitors  (the  district  nurses)  attend  and  the  work  is  carried 
on  in  direct  relation  to  the  existing  Infant  Welfare  schemes. 
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The  figures  for  this  centre  are  as  ioilows :  — 

Rad  stock. 


Number  of  Sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  individual  children  who  attended  ...  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  individual  mothers  who  attended  ...  ...  ...  114 

Average  fortnightly  attendance  of  children  (under  1  year)  ...  10 

Average  fortnightly  attendance  of  children  (1 — 5  years)  ...  7 

Average  fortnightly  attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  number  of  attendances — children  (under  1  year)  ...  210 

Total  number  of  attendances — children  (1 — 5  years)  ...  157 

Total  number  of  attendances — mothers  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  number  of  medical  consultations — children  ...  ...  180 

Total  number  of  medical  consultations — mothers  ...  ...  None. 

Total  number  of  individual  children  attending  centre  who 

were  born  in  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Total  number  of  individual  children  attending  centre  born 

previous  to  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Number  of  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  during  1940  ...  60 

Under  1  year  on  first  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Aged  1 — 5  years  on  first  attendance  ...  ...  ...  9 


Midsomer  Norton. 
22 
114 
89 
8 
25 
22 
106 
559 
478 
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None. 

34 

73 

58 

41 

17 


Banwell  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Nine  sessions  held,  with  80  attendances  of  children  under 
1  year,  21  being  new  cases,  and  76  attendances  of  children  1 — 5  years,  10  being  new  cases.  Dr. 
Evans,  of  the  County  Health  Department,  is  the  Medical  Officer. 

To  cope  with  evacuees  around  Taunton  a  small  centre  was  started  by  Dr.  Halliday  at  the 
County  Dispensary,  Taunton. 


(c)  Medical  Inspection  of  Three-year-old  Children.  There  are  many  practical  difficulties 
in  its  way,  and  during  the  year  the  routine  examination  of  only  251  such  children  was  carried  out 
in  the  County. 
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(d)  Treatment  and  Supervision  of  Abnormal  Children.  599  reports  were  received,  including 
a  few  1'rorn  doctors  or  through  the  Orthopaedic  Centres.  They  include  a  miscellaneous  series  of 
conditions  and  no  scientific  classification  is  possible.  They  have  been  grouped  as  follows  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  conditions  to  be  dealt  with: — Malnutrition  77,  Rickets  38,  Debility  75,  Catarrhal 
91,  Minor  Postural  Defects  72,  Orthopaedic  53,  Eye  Defects  63,  Tonsils,  Otorrhoea,  etc.,  13,  other 
defects  97.  100  of  these  reports  concerned  evacuee  children. 

Until  the  inception  of  the  National  Milk  Scheme  in  July,  1940,  milk  was  granted  to  neces¬ 
sitous  cases  under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Orders  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Grants 
were  made  to  1,294  Somerset  cases,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £495.  Lust  year  £957  was  spent. 
Of  the  grants  made,  about  25  per  cent,  were  to  expectant  mothers,  38  per  cent,  to  nursing 
mothers,  and  37  per  cent,  to  children  under  5  years  of  age.  Great  care  is  taken  to  prevent 
abuse  and  to  see  that  the  milk  is  taken  only  by  the  person  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

The  figures  show  that  many  children  get  treatment  with  maltoline,  oil  and  malt,  etc.,  or 
are  given  treatment  through  one  or  more  of  the  various  County  Schemes.  For  others  it  is  only 
necessary  to  keep  them  under  special  observation. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  this  work: — 


Condition. 

No. 

Reported. 

Extra 

Nourishment 

Grant. 

Treated 
at  F.C. 
or  I.W.C. 

Treated 

Privately. 

Treated 
by  County. 

Malnutrition 

97 

85 

26 

8 

5  (a) 

Rickets  (early)  ... 

24 

22 

8 

2 

2  (c) 

Rickets  with  deformity 

14 

3 

7 

6 

14  (c) 

Debility 

75 

60 

12 

19 

8(a)  1(d) 

Catarrhal 

91 

87 

24 

18 

1  (a) 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  Otorrhoea,  etc _ 

13 

4 

3 

5 

7  (/) 

Minor  Postural  ... 

72 

13 

26 

24 

11  (c) 

Orthopaedic 

53 

3 

13 

12 

50  (c) 

Eye  defects  (Squint  47,  other  16) 

63 

7 

10 

13 

33  (6) 

Miscellaneous 

97 

39 

26 

51 

15  (a) 

2  (c) 

599 

323 

155  ' 

158 

149 

(a)  Mary  Stanley  Home  ... 

...  29 

( b )  County  Oculist  ... 

...  33 

(c)  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

...  79 

(d)  Tuberculosis  Clinic  ...  ...  1 

( e )  Nursery  Treatment  ...  ...  0 

(/)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  Operation  7 
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(e)  Baby  Hospital,  Bridgwater.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  year’s  work: — 

Number  in  Ward,  January  1st  .  ...  ...  ...  7 

Admitted  during  1940  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  30 

37 


Conditions  for  which  admitted : 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Feeding  difficulty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Debility  .  7 

Pink  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyloric  stenosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  deformities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mismanagement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Summary  of  results : 

Discharged  well  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Not  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Died  in  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Still  in  Ward,  December  31st,  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cause  of  Death : 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Subsequent  history  of  those  discharged : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Fair,  still  needing  supervision  .  ...  ...  ...  4 

Not  well,  still  under  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lost  sight  of  (left  County)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  3 


Average  length  of  stay  of  cases  discharged  in  1940 — 11  weeks. 

Special  Institutional  Treatment  for  Children  from  1  to  5  years  of  age. 

One  child  suffering  from  malnutrition  and  rickets  was  accepted  under  this  scheme  for  six 
weeks’  treatment  at  the  Swanage  lied  Cross  Children’s  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

During  the  year  21  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  6  were  sent  to  Hospital.  The  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  Table  VI.  All  the  cases  in  which  treatment  was  completed  showed 
vision  unimpaired  at  the  time  of  the  report. 

Flying  Clinics. 

Medical  Officers  were  unable  to  include  in  their  programme  of  work  any  “flying  clinic’’ 
visits  in  1949.  The  routine  consultations  at  established  Welfare  Centres  were,  however,  continued. 


Birth  Control. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  received  hv  Dr.  Halliday  from  various  sources 
for  advice  and  assistance  was  14.  Of  these  cases,  8  were  seen  and  advised  personally  by  Dr. 
Halliday,  while  the  remaining  G  were  referred  to  other  clinics. 

Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  homes  on  the  Register  was  46.  They  were  all  visited 
from  time  to  time  by  Dr.  Halliday  or  Miss  Stewart  to  sec  that  the  premises  were  in  order  and  the 
requirements  of  the  County  Council  complied  with  as  regards  management. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  ehildren  on  our  Register  at  the  end  of  1940  numbered  231,  and  as  regards  methods  of 
payment  may  be  grouped  as  follows : — 

Weekly  payments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Single  lump  sum  payment  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  1 

Otherwise  paid  for  (mostly  monthly  or  irregularly)  .  26 
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The  number  of  foster  mothers  with  one  child  only  is  107,  with  two  children— 26,  with 
three  children — 3,  with  four  children — 1,  with  over  four  children — fi. 

The  foster  mothers  who  run  a  regular  baby  home  are  therefore  few,  and  those  with  over 
four  infants  are  one  at  Congresbury  with  15  at  the  end  of  1940  (authorised  for  20) ;  one  at 
Bridgwater  with  5  (authorised  for  12);  one  at  Wembdon  with  11  (authorised  for  14);  one  at 
Batheaston  with  11  (authorised  for  12);  one  at  Sand  Bay  with  8  (authorised  for  8),  and  one  at 
Williton  with  9  (authorised  for  14). 

Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality. 

This  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  and  in  1940  it 
was  50.9.  This  is  above  the  average  but  the  figur  as  to  the  number  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  in  the  County  is  so  indefinite  that  not  much  importance  can  be  attached  to  it.  The  main 
increase  is  in  the  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  i.e,,  60  as  compared  with  25  in  the 
previous  year. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 

The  County  Scheme,  and  the  results  of  working  during  1940,  are  described  in  considerable 
detail  in  my  report  for  1940  as  School  Medical  Officer.  458  new  cases  were  seen  and  dealt 
with  through  the  Clinics. 
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HEALTH  PROPAGANDA. 


War  factors  materially  curtailed  routine  Health  Propaganda  work,  and  Miss  Sewell  was 
extensively  utilised  on  other  duties.  The  need  for  wise  health  instruction  is  as  insistent  as 
ever  and  it  is  regrettable  that  this  reduction  was  necessary.  In  spite  of  these  limitations  a  good 
deal  was  done.  Some  of  it  was  in  connection  with  the  School  Medical  Services  and  has  been 
described  in  the  School  Annual  Report. 


Lectures  were  given  at  26  Women’s  Institutes  and  similar  meetings, 
and  “Wartime  Feeding’’  were  the  subjects  most  generally  asked  for. 


“Health  in  Wartime’’ 


A  course  of  lectures  to  District  Nurses  was  held  in  the  Spring.  The  lectures  were  given 
in  the  Bridgwater  Health  Centre  and  all  the  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  in 
the  County  were  invited.  Dr.  Halliday  gave  the  first  lecture  in  April,  Dr.  Statham  the  second  in 
May,  but  his  second  lecture  to  be  given  in  June  had  unfortunately  to  be  cancelled  owing  to  an 
Evacuation  taking  place  that  day.  The  average  attendance  at  each  lecture  was  100 — a  very  good 
response. 


Lectures  were  given  at  the  Annual  General  Meetings  of  five  District  Nursing  Associations. 
These  were  at  Weston-super-Mare,  Crewkerne,  Combe  St.  Nicholas  and  Wambrook,  Misterton  and 
Combe  Down. 


Talks  were  given  at  34  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  i.e.,  Shepton  Mallet  (8),  Wells  (3),  Bridg¬ 
water  (4),  Crewkerne  (5),  Midsomer  Norton  (5),  Radstock  (4),  Chewton  Mendip  (1),  Keynsham  (3), 
Glastonbury  (1).  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Glastonbury  Infant  Welfare  Centre  the  film  “The 
Empty  Bed”  was  shown  to  the  mothers  and  a  talk  on  diphtheria  immunisation  given.  The 
projector  was  kindly  lent  by  Lord  St.  Audries. 

A  course  of  six  lectures  on  “Food”  was  given  to  the  women  patients  at  Quantock 
Sanatorium  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Martyn. 

“Better  Health’’  had  to  be  discontinued  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  publication. 

Throughout  the  year  special  stress  was  laid  on  the  importance  of  the  Diphtheria  immuni¬ 
sation  Scheme,  the  subject  being  mentioned  in  every  talk. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

No  new  supplies  were  installed,  but  some  urgent  improvements  were  put  in  hand. 

Langport.  Duplication  of  the  main  from  Compton  Durville  towards  Langport  was  carried 
out,  necessary  owing  to  corrosion  in  the  old  main  resulting  in  an  insufficiency  of  flow  to  meet 
demands.  The  opportunity  was  taken  to  increase  the  size  to  provide  for  the  extra  water  this 
main  will  have  to  carry  when  the  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme  comes  into  operation. 

An  additional  borehole  was  also  provided  at  Compton  Durville  which  will  also  meet  the 
needs  of  the  same  scheme. 

At  the  Huish  Episcopi  pumping  station  it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  new  pumps 
owing  to  the  worn  state  of  those  existing. 

Wells.  A  further  borehole  at  North  Wootton  was  provided  to  give  additional  water  to  this 
parish.  The  existing  borehole  was  found  to  be  of  insufficient  size  to  operate  the  pump  with 
sufficient  frequency.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  borehole  will  materially  reduce  pumping 
costs. 
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SriEPTON  Mallet.  The  Stoke  Lane  and  Holcombe  supply  was  improved  by  purchase  of 
the  field  in  which  is  the  reservoir  and  which  is  part  of  the  gathering  area. 

Yeovil.  'Hie  Mudford  and  Chilton  Cantelo  supply  was  linked  up  with  the  Brympton, 
Chilthorne  Domer  and  Yeovil  Without  supply  to  augment  the  latter  due  to  the  increased  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  area  served  by  it.  There  woro  also  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  curtailing 
of  supplies  by  the  Yeovil  Corporation  under  their  agreement. 

Odcombe.  Owing  to  the  considerably  increased  demand  for  water  a  new  bore  was  provided. 
This  allows  pumps  of  a  greater  lifting  capacity  to  be  employed. 

Following  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  instruction  with  regard  to  the  chlorination  of  water 
supplies  many  new  plants  have  been  fixed  and  a  considerable  amount  of  water  in  the  County 
is  now  chlorinated  before  use. 

Work  is  in  progress  to  augment  the  Taunton  Borough  supply  by  water  obtained  from  the 
head  of  the  River  Otter. 


Very  little  shortage  of  an  acute  nature  was  experienced  during  the  year,  and  the  worst 
areas  in  the  County  needing  a  supply  are  to  be  found  in  the  Langport  and  Wells  Districts. 

The  schemes  for  which  grants  have  been  authorised  by  the  County  Council  during  the 


year  were  as  follows,  the  figures  in  brackets 
Langport 

Shepton  Mallet 

Wells  . 

Yeovil  . 


being  the  estimated  cost: — 

Eastern  Parishes  Scheme.  Duplication  of  Main 
(£8,920);  additional  Borehole  (£2,160). 

Iluish  Episcopi  new  pumps,  £397. 

Purchase  of  land  to  protect  gathering  ground, 
£400. 

Borehole  at  North  Wootton,  £206. 

Mudford  to  Air  Station,  £800. 

Odcombe  supply  to  Military  Camps,  £5,594. 
Purchase  of  chlorinating  plants,  £450. 


RIVER  POLLUTION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  following  Sewerage 
Scheme : — 

Langport  (Kingsbui’y  Episcopi). — Capital  expenditure  out  of  revenue,  £706. 

No  new  schemes  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  very  few  improvements. 

No  cases  of  gross  river  pollution  were  met  with  and  comparatively  few  complaints  were 
received.  A  certain  amount  of  pollution  from  factories  and  industries  occurred  owing  to  the 
normal  treatment  plants  being  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  greatly  increased  volume  of  work. 
Such  pollution  could  not  be  entirely  removed  but  was  reduced  in  nature  as  much  as  possible. 


HOUSING. 

The  war  has  practically  completely  stopped  the  Public  Health  aspects  of  housing.  No 
routine  inspections  are  being  carried  out  and  unfit  houses  continue  to  be  occupied,  indeed  in 
reception  areas  overcrowded.  No  new  houses  are  being  built  except  in  special  areas  for  war 
workers.  Practically  nothing  is  being  done  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts.  We  have 
very  little  information  on  overcrowding,  but  this  must  be  considerable  in  many'  districts. 

A  very  thorough  reconsideration  of  housing  problems  will  be  necessary  after  the  war, 
particularly  in  view  of  probable  redistribution  of  populations. 
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SUPERVISION  OVER  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

A.  Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Supervision. 

The  Livestock  (Restriction  of  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940,  came  into  operation  on  January 
18th,  1940.  Under  this  Order  the  County  was  included  in  9  areas  with  tlie  only  slaughter  houses 
operating  in  the  County  at  Weston-super-Mare,  Minehead,  Chard,  Yeovil,  Frome  and  Taunton 
(with  two  accessory  places  in  Taunton  Rural).  Three  centres  outside  the  County  also  ..operate 
in  part  in  the  County,  i.e.,  Bathavi  ;i  an  1  Keynsham  are  supplied  from  the  Bath  Centre,  Clutton 
Rural  from  the  Bristal  Centres  and  Wincanton  Rural  from  the  Sherborne  Centre. 

At  the  inception  there  was  a  number  of  unsatisfactory  features  from  the  Public  Health 
point  of  view.  These  included  at  some  of  the  Centres  bad  distribution  of  animals  involving  killing 
without  adequate  resting  or  fasting,  and  unequal  distribution  of  killing  times,  making  proper  meat 
inspection  very  difficult.  Some  of  the  premises  were  and  remain  unsuitable.  Pur  example,  at 
several  the  facilities  for  the  carcases  to  cool  and  set  are  inadequate  with  no  proper  cooling  rooms. 
It  is  undesirable  for  cooling  to  take  place  in  the  rooms  used  for  slaughtering.  While  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  meat  inspection  in  several  centres,  such  as  Weston-super-Mare  and  Minehead,  are 
excellent,  in  others  they  are  and  must  be  inadequate  partly  because  of  poor  premises  and  partly 
because  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  distribution  of  the  inspection  amongst  the  inspectors 
of  the  areas  served.  This  means  an  undue  strain  and  responsibility  upon  the  inspector  in  the 
area  in  which  the  Government  slaughter  house  happens  to  be  situated  and  sometimes  inadequate 
time  to  supervise  the  work. 

A  detailed  inspection  was  made  personally  by  Sir  William  Savage  of  all  these  premises  and 
action  was  taken  to  try  and  remedy  the  worst  defects,  and  considerable  improvements  resulted. 

The  centralisation  of  meat  slaughter  is  a  sound  Public  Health  procedure  long  recommended 
by  experts,  but  it  requires  adequate  premises,  suitable  facilities,  and  an  experienced  inspectional 
staff.  The  jwesent  arrangements  cannot  be  considered  as  more  than  makeshift,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  scheme  will  develop  into  a  properly  organised  system  acceptable  on  Public  Health 
as  well  as  on  trade  grounds. 

B.  Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  registered  producers  was  approximately  331  urban  and  6,445  rural,  and  of 
distributors  521  urban  and  1,505  rural. 

As  regards  Designated  Milks,  there  has  been  a  continuous  and  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Accredited  milk  producers : — 


Year 

T.T. 

Accredited. 

(at  end  of). 

1936 

126 

285 

1937 

159 

... 

506 

1938 

264 

.  .  . 

623 

1939 

320 

800 

1940' 

305 

849 

So  much  work  has  been  done  in  the  County  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  milk 
is  produced  that  it  would  be  highly  regrettable  if  there  was  retrogression  under  the  strain  of  war 
conditions.  This  has  been  avoided,  so  far  as  possible,  and  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
problem.  The  standards  for  Designated  Milks  have  not  been  lowered,  except  that  some  latitude 
has  been  given  as  regards  structural  non-essential  alterations,  and  yet  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
numbers  have  actually  increased  for  1940. 
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In  the  County  Laboratory  1,956  Accredited  and  1,202  T.T.  and  Pasteurised  milk  samples 
were  also  examined.  The  total  number  of  milk  samples  examined  for  various  purposes  was  3,270. 

Special  Sampling  of  Herds.  During  the  year  407  samples  of  mixed  milk,  collected  at 
the  cowsheds,  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  25,  a  percentage 
of  6.1. 


Of  the  25  positive  herds,  from  samples  tested  in  the  County  Laboratory  20  cows  with 
tubercular  mastitis  in  16  herds  have  been  found  and  destroyed.  In  5  herds  the  infected  animal 
had  probably  been  removed;  the  remaining  4  herds  are  still  under  investigation. 

In  addition  to  these  25  cases,  reports  on  milk  der'ved  from  Somerset  but  found  to  be 
tuberculous  by  outside  authorities,  have  been  received  in  12  cases  from  Bristol  City.  Of  the  12 
herds  reported  from  outside,  10  cows  with  tubercular  mastitis  in  10  herds  have  been  found  and 
destroyed,  and  the  remaining  2  herds  are  still  under  investigation. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  963  samples  were  examined.  Of  these,  17  were  submitted  by  private 
individuals  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  14  were  “Appeal  to  Cow”  samples.  The  per¬ 
centage  found  adulterated  was  3.75.  The  following  Table  shows  the  nature  of  the  932  samples 
submitted  by  the  Inspectors,  excluding  the  14  “Appeal  to  Cow”  samples. 

TABLE  XII. 


Nature  of  Samples  submitted  by  Inspectors. 


Article. 

Number 

examined. 

Number 

genuine. 

Number 

adulterated. 

Per  cent, 
adulterated. 

Dairy  Products — Milk 

449 

423 

26 

5.8 

Cream  and  Canned 

Cream 

•  ■  • 

21 

21 

0 

0 

Cheese 

... 

18 

18 

0 

0 

Butter 

.  .  , 

38 

38 

0 

0 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

.  .  . 

19 

19 

0 

0 

Edible  Fats 

... 

26 

26 

0 

0 

Cereals 

.  .  . 

16 

16 

0 

0 

Meat  and  Fish  Products 

•  •• 

45 

45 

0 

0 

Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa 

•  .  . 

24 

24 

0 

0 

Condiments 

•  •  • 

27 

27 

0 

0 

Sugar  Products 

•  •• 

36 

34 

2 

5.6 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

.  . 

61 

61 

0 

0 

Beer,  Spirits  and  Wine 

... 

85 

84 

1 

1.2 

Drugs 

... 

67 

61 

6 

9 

Total 

... 

... 

932 

897 

35 

3.75 

The  samples  adulterated,  as  shown  in  the  Table,  were  mostly  milk,  the  adulteration  of 
other  products  being  very  few.  26  milk  samples  were  reported  as  adulterated  and  of  these 
no  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  12.  A  conviction  was  obtained  in  each  of  the  remaining  14 
cases. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 


During  the  past  year  21,756  samples  have  been  examined  (excluding  all  food  and  drug 
samples)  as  follows.  Forty-seven  tuberculin  dilutions  were  made  and  sent  opt. 


Drinking  Water — 

Bacteriological  examinations 
Chemical  analyses  ... 

Sewage,  sewage  effluents,  rivers  and  streams  ... 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli 

Cerebro  spinal  fluid  and  post  nasal  swabs 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli 

Blood  for  typhoid,  paratyphoid,  other  Salmonella,  dysentery,  and  Br.  abortus 
Hairs  and  skin  for  ringworm 
Specimens  for  venereal  disease  ... 

Urine  for  tubercle  bacilli,  B.  coli,  sugar,  albumin,  casts,  etc. 

Faeces  for  typhoid  and  dysentery 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci  . 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  .  .  . 

Milk  for  bacteriological  examination  (general)  ... 

Milk — Accredited  ...  . 

Milk — T.T.  and  Pasteurised 

Other  specimens  ...  ...  ...  . 


1,154 

28 

43 

10,282 

361 

1,835 

87 

51 

512 

154 

165 

2,925 

678 

112 

1,956 

1,202 

211 


Total  ...  21,756 


* 


